
East Helena Parent Teacher Organization (EHPTO) 
Meeting Minutes by Stacy Anderson 

December 6, 2016 
 

Attendees:  Jill Miller, Dan Rispens, Joe McMahon, Heather Ireland, Mindy Schubert, Stephanie Higgins, 
Robyn Arntson, Moriah Bucy, Erica Johnston, Stacy Anderson, Lee Musgjerd, Kelsey Phelps, Kendra 
Hutchinson, KD Jones, Jamie Tuck, Meaghan Bakas, Erika Carroll, Jen Wagner, Cody Melton, Deb 
Butzlaff, Vashti Teders, Clancy Casey 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Principal Updates: 
 
Jill Miller, Eastgate:  Mrs. Anthony’s classroom has had a student teacher, Ms. Duletski.  Students from 
EVMS were at EG for service learning projects, helping out in the classrooms and with the walking 
program.  Fundraiser award ceremony was held and was fun for all.  Gingerbread houses with 1St 
graders and cookie decorating with kindergarteners is on December 9.   Holiday program will be 
December 12 & 13.  Food drive is going on through the 13th, with donations being accepted at the 
holiday program on the 13th.  Recent below zero temps have forced indoor recesses.  
 
Joe McMahon, Radley:   December 8 is the 2nd grade Christmas program.  Rockin’ Kids choir, which has 
110 students participating, also has performances throughout the month, including at a local hockey 
game.  There is a student counselor at Radley.  Money is being spent on flexible seating and is being 
successfully utilized throughout some of the classrooms.  Also having indoor recesses due to below zero 
temps.   
 
Dan Rispens, EVMS:  5th/6th grade winter concert is December 15th.  7th/8th grade band/jazz band/choir 
concert is December 20th.  Jazz band and Christmas choir will perform at the Christmas stroll.   A couple 
homeroom classes helped out with J4 Automotive’s activity tent at stroll.  8th graders did window 
painting on East Helena businesses in anticipation of the stroll and returned to EVMS for hot chocolate 
and cookies.  2nd trimester has begun.  Kids enjoy schedule changes.  Report cards coming out on 
December 9th.  EVMS’s “Cat/Griz” themed food drive ends 12/9.  Griz currently ahead   
 
PT Conference dinners:  Went great at all 3 schools. 
 
Movie Night:  Report from Moriah and Stephanie.  Went ok 
 
Window painting:  8th graders had fun.  Enjoyed hot chocolate and cookies.  The Felter family donated 
candy canes.    
 
Fundraiser Follow-Up:  Assemblies at both EG and Radley.  Teachers made it extra fun for the students 
with fun, silly costumes and entrances.  At EG, Mrs. Simonson’s class was the top selling classroom and 
they won a $100 shopping spree and pizza party.  At Radley, Mrs. Dach’s class was top seller and won a 
$100 shopping spree and pizza party.  Had a lot of help with item distribution.  EVMS students helped 
out as well.   
 



Gift Giving Tree:  Mindy and Clancy report lots of gifts have been turned in.  Wrapping will begin soon.  
Still waiting on a few gifts.  The Eagles chose the Gift Giving Tree to donate the monies raised from their 
dart tourney.  Suggestion brought up to also provide holiday food basket for giving tree recipients.   
 
Budget:  Erica distributed budget status reports.  Gross amount sold approx. $62,662.00 with 
anticipated cost of approx. $33,000.00 and Net revenue is $29,445.00.  The net amount will change 
slightly as people continue to order magazines and order online.  After all is said and done, from the 
fundraiser and surplus that has built up over the years, there is approximately $27,000 available to 
distribute to the schools.  Erica listed outstanding checks.  Heather motioned to approve these checks, 
along with anticipated checks from the final invoices from the fundraiser.  Deb second.  All in favor.  
 
Teacher grants:  Discussion was had on distribution of monies to the schools and any needs for big ticket 
items.  Mr. McMahon states there are no big ticket item needs, but smaller needs currently.  Mr. 
Rispens spoke of using the monies for end of trimester award ceremony items, roughly $200-$600 each 
term.  He states it is nice to have cash reserve for last minute incidental expenses that come up.  Erica 
recommended that come spring time, the schools come up with a big ticket item that can then be 
marketed with the fundraiser.  Heather made a motion to provide each school in the district $6,000 
from the fundraiser money.  Lee second.  All in favor.   
 
Box Tops:  Lee reports that a check for $1,493.10 should be arriving soon.  Soup labels points are at 
19,503 with more labels still to count.   
 
Teacher gifts:  Erika reports the November tray of gum, Mentos, breath mints to all 3 schools was well 
received and appreciated.  She is working on something for teachers for New Year’s.  Also working on 
Nurses Day and Para Day.   
 
Tiger Gear:  208 Pieces ordered with a total collected of $2,462.00. 
 
Teachers Grants:  $150/classroom and $375 field trips per school/each grade/each school year.  Special 
programs (i.e. music, health enhancement, library, assemblies/events) $300 (Eastgate), $500 (Radley) 
and $400 (EVMS).   
 
Eastgate teacher grants discussion/changes:  Heather made a motion to approve Tana Fetherston for 
$300, to stay within guideline budget.  Jennifer second.  All in favor.   
 
Radley teacher grants discussion/changes:  Heather made a motion to approve Kari Ann Peterson for 
$1,000. Jami second.  All in favor.  Erica proposed that if there is a surplus from budget line items from 
last year that is less than $1,000, that we use that additional money to continue to fund the balance of 
the grant request of Kari Ann Peterson.  Heather revised her previous motion to approve this, Jamie 
second.  All in favor.   
 
EVMS teacher grants discussion/changes:  Vashti made a motion to fund full amount requested from 
Stoltz/Dawes/Mortieau for new washer and dryer.  Clancy second.  All in favor.  Jamie made a motion to 
approve $300 for Dexter/Gilboy request.  Jen second.  All in favor.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:15pm 
 
Next meeting set for January 3, 2017 



 
 


